Chirac stresses TV to build diversity 
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PARIS President Jacques Chirac, responding to rioting that shook France, met with television executives and union leaders Tuesday to stress the government's determination to see greater ethnic diversity in the workplace. 

 

In a meeting with the heads of major French networks, Chirac said he wanted legal steps taken to fight discrimination in the media. 

 

Chirac said it was vital for television, which is "particularly emblematic" of French society, to be representative of the population. To further that goal, he said, the legal statutes of France's official media watchdog, the High Audiovisual Council, or CSA, should be amended to increase its power to root out discrimination. 

 

He also announced that a fund of 10 million, or $11.7 million, would be created for France's national center of cinematography to help finance films that "contribute to social cohesion." 

 

France's conservative government has recently announced spending to improve employment opportunities to tackle discrimination after the worst civil unrest in four decades exposed frustrations among youths of African background. 

 

Chirac reiterated his opposition to setting job quotas along racial lines. But he said that France's public and private sectors needed to do more to fight discrimination, which he called "a major problem for our country." 

 

France's conservative government has announced spending to improve employment opportunities and discourage discrimination after the worst civil unrest in four decades exposed frustration among youths with African backgrounds. 

 

The meeting was intended to "encourage" unions and employers to promote greater equality and devise ways to combat discrimination, Chirac said. 

 

As part of the government's response to the riots, Chirac has announced job and civic training for 50,000 underprivileged youths by 2007. He announced Tuesday that as many as 25,000 administrative-level civil servant jobs would be made available for youths with little or no school qualification. 

 

A poll released Tuesday showed that an overwhelming majority of the French would favor greater ethnic diversity on television. In the survey by a polling institute, CSA, for the daily Le Parisien, 79 percent of respondents agreed with Chirac's call for action on discrimination, 18 percent disagreed and 3 percent expressed no opinion. No margin of error was given for the poll of 957 people, taken last Wednesday. 

 

