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caption “The Schoolyard Killers: Behind the Jonesboro
Tragedy.” It ran a cropped version of the 7ime cover photo
on the first page of its main story, adjacent to a full-page
image of downcast pallbearers carrying the coffin of one of
the shooting victims. Photos of grief-stricken friends and rel-
atives of both the victims and their alleged killers were promi-
nent in two of the three magazines. U.S. News ran only one
such photo — a surprisingly intimate shot of Andrew Golden’s
distraught grandparents at their Kitchen table.

The question of “why” was addressed by all three
newsweeklies, with mixed results. While 7ime and Newsweek
raised the same social issues that were raised by newspapers
(media violence, absent parents and unsecured firearms),
both did a creditable job of characterizing these factors as
contributors to today’s generally more threatening social cli-
mate rather than as potential causes of these particular shoot-
ings.

Both those magazines also did a good job of focusing on
the specifics of recent schoolyard shootings that preceded
the Westside tragedy in trying to understand what statistics
have suggested are aberrational acts. Their coverage would

have been even more responsible had both magazines
abstained from using the phrase, “Why do kids kill?” in sub-
heads. A better choice would have been, “Why did these kids
kill?”

U.S. News' analysis focused, more daringly, on whether
there was “a virulent culture of violence in the rural South.”
But having raised this question explicitly in a subhead, it
failed to provide any meaningful sociological evidence in the
lives of the suspects that could have begun to answer it. In
fact, the final six paragraphs of the article did far more to sub-
vert the “Southern culture of violence” hypothesis than the
rest of the article did to support it. But the impression one
would get at a glance is that such a culture of violence exists
and that readers should be worried about it.

If there was a subtext to the coverage in all three maga-
zines, it was that, in some form, gun control was a key issue
to be addressed in preventing future incidents like these. Both
Time and Newsweek published a list of grades given to states
by the lobbying group, Handgun Control, Inc., based on what
each state has done, in 7ime’s words, to “protect children
from gun violence and accidents.”




