TELEVISION REPORT

34 Were the Media Fair?

WMC

Opens with a report on how the suspects got the guns.
* Story of 2 young romance gone wrong.

* Feelings of guilt among survivors.

e Suspects in court.
ANALYSIS

The narrative was clean and presented with high energy.

March 27

KAIT

* Opens with a voice-over on footage from a funeral,
church services elsewhere.

* Friends of slain teacher talk about her.

* A report on gifts to school coming from all over world.

* “What are teen-agers talking about tonight in Jonesboro?”

e School violence piece from CNN.
ANALYSIS

The sidebar on the teacher is a touching piece. The
station continues its valuable service as a community
bulletin board, providing information on where viewers
can call, participate and contribute.

KATV
* Story that no federal charges will be filed is the second
story of the newscast. Severe local weather was the lead story.

 On-scene reports from funerals.
* From the studio, an explainer on juvenile vs. adult charges,

and a look at the types of weapons used in the shootings.
ANALYSIS

Leading with the weather story was the right call.
KATV made good use of its staff and did a solid job.

WMC 4

o The lead story is a live report from Jonesboro, during
which a “crawler” at the bottom of the screen warns of
severe weather in the region. The reporter works the
threat of tornadoes into his Jonesboro story, a report
about the community pulling together.

* Two of the victims are buried.

* Authorities say suspects will not face federal charges.

* A local songwriter pens a tune of grief and sadness.

* Awrap-up of regional efforts to raise funds and promote

healing in Jonesboro.
ANALYSIS

Using the “crawler” to plug the weather story while
the Jonesboro report was airing seemingly gave the sta-
tion the best of both worlds. But given that there was
nothing startling or terribly new in the Jonesboro report,
WMC might have better served its viewers by following
KATV's lead and topping its report with the weather.



