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Curriculum Vitae
Oliver Wates is a full-time independent media consultant with more than 11 years experience in journalism training. He devises and runs workshops in English, Russian, Spanish and Portuguese all around the world, especially in the former Soviet Union. He was previously a correspondent for Reuters News Agency for 21 years and head of its Moscow bureau in 1991-94.

Basic
Born 18 June 1953

UK citizen

Training

Since 1998 he has designed and conducted training workshops in some 50 countries in Latin America, Africa, Asia, Western Europe and 12 of the 15 former Soviet republics. Journalism subjects include Business, Environmental, Ethical, Health, HIV/AIDS, Investigative, Development and General Journalism. Media subjects include Message Construction, Interview Technique, Television Interviews, Radio Interviews, Press Releases, Advocacy and Presentations.
Clients include the World Bank, UN children's fund UNICEF, the UN World Food Programme, Reuters Foundation, UN Press Service, European Journalism Centre, Thomson Foundation, Russian Information Agency, International AIDS Society, Norwegian Refugee Committee, International Finance Corporation, Radio Liberty, European Parliament Press Service, Council of Europe, Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and Eurostat.

Reuters
1976-1997    

    1996-97 Duty editor, World Desk, London  

    1995-96 Scriptwriter, Television Programming, London

    1991-94 Chief Correspondent, Soviet Union/CIS, Moscow

    1990-91 Chief Correspondent, Portugal, Lisbon

    1986-89 Chief Correspondent, Pakistan, Islamabad

    1985-86 Correspondent, Moscow

    1984-85 Sub-editor, World Desk/Money Desk/Newsdesk, London

    1981-83 Correspondent, Brazil, Rio de Janeiro

    1979-80 Sub-editor, Latin America Desk, Buenos Aires

    1978-79 Sub-editor, World Desk, London

    1977-78 Correspondent (trainee), Moscow

          1976-77 Sub-editor (trainee), World Desk, London 

Journalism

In 1991-94 he was Chief Correspondent, Moscow, in charge of Reuters' coverage of the collapse of the Soviet Union and the aftermath. He led and managed a team of up to 17 full-time correspondents and a dozen "stringers" throughout the region. From Pakistan in 1986-89 he covered the Afghan war and was in Kabul for the departure of the last Soviet troops in 1989. Apart from full postings to the Soviet Union, Argentina, Brazil, Pakistan and Portugal, he was sent on reporting assignments to more than a dozen other countries, including China, India and El Salvador. He worked as solo reporter, team reporter, team leader, desk sub-editor and news editor. He is familiar with television and radio. He has experience of reporting wars, disasters, terrorism, politics, arts, sport, finance, commodities, budgets and general economics. He also supervised the setting up of financial reporting services in Russian and Portuguese.

Philosophy

"My philosophy of training is learning through doing. Practical exercises are backed up by discussion, criticism and illustration. By handling material and wrestling with the choices and difficulties themselves, participants in my workshops absorb the lessons. Lectures are broken up into digestible chunks.

I never try to impose my vision of media or journalistic priorities. I offer opinions and interpretations, sometimes alternatives, and leave it to the individuals to reach their own conclusions. I encourage debate, discussion, even argument at all stages."
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